Christ Episcopal Church
Sparta, NC
Christ Church is an active, joyful, transforming, faith community that practices radical welcome.
Together we feed our minds, souls, and bodies with study, worship, and hospitality.
We are a growing fellowship of people who seek to love like Jesus.

All Saints’ Sunday
November 1, 2020 – 10:30 AM
The Rt. Rev José McLoughlin
Bishop of Western North Carolina
Jann Boggs, Senior Warden

Welcome to Christ Episcopal Church
We are delighted God has brought you to this special place.
What do you need to know about worship? Everything you need for your worship today is in the
booklet you are holding. Our service is based on the Book of Common Prayer, using music from
sources including the Hymnal 1982 and Taizé.
Are you worshiping with us for the first time? We would love to get to know you! Please email
our office at ccepiscopal@skybest.com with your name and contact information, and let us know
if we can call you, answer questions, or pray for you. And know that wherever you are on your
journey of faith, there is a place for you at Christ Church.
Newsletter: Sign-up today to receive our electronic newsletter, the weekly Good News & Notes.
Email the church office at ccepisopal@skybest.com.
We extend special thanks today to:
Jann Boggs, for leading us in worship this morning,
Louise Law, for sharing her stewardship story, and
Jo Ellen Carson, for serving as musician and for being so generous with her talents.

Social media: Please join us for online worship by visiting our Facebook page or our YouTube
page at Church Episcopal Church – Sparta, North Carolina.
And for more information about Christ Church, please visit our website –
christchurchalleghany.com.

Christ Episcopal Church
2543 US Highway 21 South
PO Box 1866
Sparta, North Carolina 28675
Office: 336.372.7983
Email: ccepiscopal@skybest.com
Office hours: Monday-Thursday, 8:30 am – 12:30 pm

Music used by permission CCLI License #11138616
Cover art: A Gathering of Spirits by Jan L. Richardson

The Gathering
Prelude
Processional Hymn #293

Jo Ellen Carson
I sing a song of the saints of God

Opening Acclamation
Leader
People

I was glad when they said to me,
“Let us go to the house of the Lord.”

Confession of Sin
Leader

Dearly beloved, we have come together in the presence of Almighty God our
heavenly Father, to set forth his praise, to hear his holy Word, and to ask, for
ourselves and on behalf of others, those things that are necessary for our life and our
salvation. And so that we may prepare ourselves in heart and mind to worship him,
let us kneel in silence, and with penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, that
we may obtain forgiveness by his infinite goodness and mercy.

Silence.
Leader
People

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what
we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and
we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your Name. Amen.

Leader

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in
eternal life. Amen.

Leader
People

Lord, open our lips.
And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

All

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Psalm 95:1-7
Come, let us sing to the Lord; *
let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving *
and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.
For the Lord is a great God, *
and a great King above all gods.
In his hand are the caverns of the earth, *
and the heights of the hills are his also.
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The sea is his, for he made it, *
and his hands have molded the dry land.
Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *
and kneel before the Lord our Maker.
For he is our God,
and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. *
Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice!

Liturgy of the Word
A Reading from Revelation 7:9-17
After this I, John, looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the
Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. They cried out in a loud voice, saying,
"Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!" And all the angels
stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on
their faces before the throne and worshiped God, singing,
"Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom
and thanksgiving and honor
and power and might
be to our God forever and ever! Amen."
Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, "Who are these, robed in white, and where have
they come from?" I said to him, "Sir, you are the one that knows." Then he said to me, "These are
they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white
in the blood of the Lamb.
"For this reason they are before the throne of God,
and worship him day and night within his temple,
and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.
They will hunger no more, and thirst no more;
the sun will not strike them,
nor any scorching heat;
for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd,
and he will guide them to springs of the water of life,
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes."
Reader
People

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 34:1-10,22
I will bless the LORD at all times; *
his praise shall ever be in my mouth.
I will glory in the LORD; *
let the humble hear and rejoice.
Proclaim with me the greatness of the LORD; *
let us exalt his Name together.
I sought the LORD, and he answered me *
and delivered me out of all my terror.
Look upon him and be radiant, *
and let not your faces be ashamed.
I called in my affliction and the LORD heard me *
and saved me from all my troubles.
The angel of the LORD encompasses those who fear him, *
and he will deliver them.
Taste and see that the LORD is good; *
happy are they who trust in him!
Fear the LORD, you that are his saints, *
for those who fear him lack nothing.
The young lions lack and suffer hunger, *
but those who seek the LORD lack nothing that is good.
The LORD ransoms the life of his servants, *
and none will be punished who trust in him.

The First Song of Isaiah 12:2-6
Surely, it is God who saves me; *
I will trust in him and not be afraid.
For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, *
and he will be my Savior.
Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing *
from the springs of salvation.
And on that day you shall say, *
Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name;
Make his deeds known among the peoples; *
see that they remember that his Name is exalted.
Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, *
and this is known in all the world.
Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, *
for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
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Silence.

The Second Reading
1 John 3:1-3
See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what
we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are
God's children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he
is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. And all who have this hope in him
purify themselves, just as he is pure.
Reader
People

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

The Song of Simeon – Luke 2:29-32
Lord, you now have set your servant free *
to go in peace as you have promised;
For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, *
whom you have prepared for all the world to see:
A Light to enlighten the nations, *
and the glory of your people Israel.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew
Matthew 5:1-12
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came
to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:
"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
"Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
"Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
"Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.
"Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
"Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
"Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.
"Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against
you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the
same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you."
Reader
People

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.
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Reflections

Jann Boggs

Silence.

The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers
Leader
People
Leader

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray,
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.
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Show us your mercy, O Lord;
And grant us your salvation.
Clothe your ministers with righteousness;
Let your people sing with joy.
Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;
For only in you can we live in safety.
Lord, keep this nation under your care:
And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
Let your way be known upon earth;
Your saving health among all nations.
Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
Create in us clean hearts, O God;
And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.

Prayers of the People
Leader: Bound together in Christ in the communion of the Holy Spirit, we pray with one heart
and mind to our God, saying:
People: Holy Spirit, you renew the face of the Earth.
Leader: We pray that the love that flows endlessly between the Father and the Son in the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit may renew and deepen the lives of all who follow Jesus
and draw the human family all together into your eternal dance;
People: Holy Spirit, you renew the face of the Earth.
Leader: We pray for the leaders of the Church, and for the leaders of nations, that we, with
them, may discern the ways to overcome divisions and mistrust, that all may reflect your
unity in every aspect of our common lives. We pray especially for…our Presiding Bishop
Michael and our Bishop José.
People: Holy Spirit, you renew the face of the Earth.
Leader: We pray that your Abundant Life, seen clearly in the life of Jesus, may endure and
flourish as the Holy Spirit enlightens us to a greater understanding of you, ourselves,
and all others with whom we share our planet.
People: Holy Spirit, you renew the face of the Earth.
Leader: We pray for our families, our communal life and our wider communities, that they may
be places of communion and mutual support, which builds us up and strengthens us
with your grace and truth. We pray especially for… We give thanks for the gift of
community.
People: Holy Spirit, you renew the face of the Earth.
Leader: We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy, and for those who have died.
We pray especially…may they rest in peace and rise in glory.
People: Holy Spirit, you renew the face of the earth.
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Leader: We thank you for our natural world, which you created and deemed very good. Help
us, we pray, to do as you have commanded and care for our planet the way you care for
us.
People: Holy Spirit, you renew the face of the Earth.
Leader: In the power of your Spirit who joins our prayer to Christ’s eternal intercession, we
pray for the sick, the suffering, and all who stand in need, especially…For healing for all
the world we pray,
People: Holy Spirit, you renew the face of the earth.
Leader: In an endless outpouring of thanksgiving for your ceaseless joy, we give thanks for… that
we may always rejoice in the power of your love.
People: Holy Spirit, you renew the face of the Earth.
Leader: Gracious God, whom Jesus taught us to call Abba, Father, by the inner workings of
your Spirit, help us to embrace your grace to deepen our communion with you, give us
courage to more and more be signs of your enduring love. This we pray through Jesus
Christ, who lives and works with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

The Collect for Sundays
Leader
The Lord be with you.
People
And also with you.
Leader
Let us pray,
O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious resurrection of your Son
our Lord: Give us this day such blessing through our worship of you, that the week to come may
be spent in your favor; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Collect for Peace
O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know you is eternal life and to serve you is
perfect freedom: Defend us, your humble servants, in all assaults of our enemies; that we, surely
trusting in your defense, may not fear the power of any adversaries; through the might of Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Prayer for Mission
O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your blessed Son to
preach peace to those who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that people everywhere
may seek after you and find you; bring the nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all
flesh; and hasten the coming of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Please stand, as able, and read in unison.
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A General Thanksgiving
BCP 836
Accept, O Lord, our thanks and praise for all that you have done for us. We thank you for the
splendor of the whole creation, for the beauty of this world, for the wonder of life, and for the
mystery of love.
We thank you for the blessing of family and friends, and for the loving care which surrounds
us on every side.
We thank you for setting us at tasks which demand our best efforts, and for leading us to
accomplishments which satisfy and delight us.
We thank you also for those disappointments and failures that lead us to acknowledge our
dependence on you alone.
Above all, we thank you for your Son Jesus Christ; for the truth of his Word and the example
of his life; for his steadfast obedience, by which he overcame temptation; for his dying, through
which he overcame death; and for his rising to life again, in which we are raised to the life of
your kingdom.
Grant us the gift of your Spirit, that we may know Christ and make him known; and through
him, at all times and in all places, may give thanks to you in all things. Amen.

The Blessing
Leader
Let us pray,
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common
supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or
three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord,
our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth,
and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.
Leader
People

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Dismissal
Leader

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power of
the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Postlude

Jo Ellen Carson

Schedule
Sunday, November 1 – All Saints’ Sunday
10:30 am – Morning Prayer: Rite Two – via YouTube & Facebook
Sunday, November 8 – Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost
10:30 am – Online worship with The Rev. Martha Honaker – via YouTube & Facebook
10

Coming Lessons
Wisdom of Solomon 6:12-16 OR
Amos 5:18-24
Psalm 70
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
Matthew 25:1-13

Prayer List
Intercessions:

Amy Jones, Ben & Laura Davis, Brenda Weems, Chuck & Sally Besaw,
Donna Hohnstein (Jann Bogg’s cousin), Frank Withrow (Laura Davis’
brother-in-law), Gary Medley, Jann Boggs, Jean Callison, Jonathan, Julie
Ottesen, Laura, Lorene Ramsey, Margaret Blanck, Martha Willie Coleman,
Marybeth Lentz, Nancy Meredith (Laura Davis’ sister), Sheila Pfaender, and
Smitty Hughes (Charles Besaw’s friend). We also pray for all those affected by
the COVID-19 pandemic and natural disasters around the world. And we
pray for Christ Church and its leaders.

Departed:
Birthdays:

Rod Pace (Nov 5)

Wedding Anniversaries & Thanksgivings:

Announcements
**NEW**Office and Church Guidelines during Phase III of COVID-19:
If you come into the church, you must wear a face mask, maintain 6 feet of distance from each
other, wash your hands regularly and/or use hand sanitizer.
Given the size of the Administrator's Office, we ask that you enter no further than the doorway.
Face masks and hand sanitizer are available, as required, on a table to the right of the parish hall
entrance door.
“In-person” services have resumed, and will continue on Thursday mornings to allow time for
recording/sharing with those who don’t attend. Attendees are asked to contact the church office
to “reserve” a seat and to arrive by 10:30 am.
Please read the Good News & Notes weekly for more updates.

Don’t forget to set your clocks back an hour! Daylight savings time ends today.
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We remember all the faithful departed today, especially…
Father Chuck Blanck, former CC Priest
Vilder Boggs, Jann’s husband
Edward A. and Sara L. Conlon, Marybeth’s parents
Sandra J. Conlon, Marybeth’s sister
Timothy P. Conlon, Marybeth’s brother
Walton C. Green, Jeanne’s husband
Kathleen C. Howard, Marybeth’s sister
Jerry and Addie Lea, Judy's parents
Ethel Marie Burton Lee, Mary’s mother
Mattie Jo Pace, Rod Pace’s mother
Kaitlyn S. Reddy, Marybeth’s niece
Banks and Mary Ritchie, Joe's parents
Banks Ritchie, Joe's brother
Dr. William F. Ritchie, Joe & Judy’s son
Helen Scheussler, Louise Law’s mother
Jack Spalding, Jann’s husband
Laura Velte, Marybeth’s niece
Wayne and Rodney Warren, Judy's cousins
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Lives shaped by The Beatitudes
BY MARY MACGREGOR
Today’s Gospel recalls Jesus’ sermon on the mount, commonly
referred to as The Beatitudes. In his usual manner, Jesus
surprised his followers by uttering godly, countercultural truth.
In essence, his teaching that day laid the foundation for what it
means to live a Christian life.
What does it mean to be merciful, pure in heart, meek, poor in spirit,
mournful, to be a peacemaker, to hunger and thirst for righteousness and be
willing to be persecuted for it? The Beatitudes are a guide that, when studied,
reveal layers of meaning for us as believers. They challenge many of our basic
human desires and behaviors. Of ultimate importance, they clearly reveal
what God seeks to bless.
Aren’t we fortunate that our God is forgiving and full of grace as we strive to
be transformed by these teachings? Our journey of formation requires change
and opening our eyes to see God in action all around us. Included in this
change is seeing God’s endless blessings poured out upon us and developing
a posture of gratitude in return.

For reflection
• How do The Beatitudes
impact your understanding
of God’s generosity?

• How has that understanding
Being thankful changes us for the better. Being thankful changes our
changed you?
perspective on life and can profoundly impact our understanding of God’s
generosity. Being thankful can shape us to be stewards of all God has entrusted to us. Being thankful softens
our fears. Being thankful turns fear of scarcity into joyful gratitude for God’s abundance.
We remember the saints who have gone before us on this All Saints Day. Some were revered as saints of old.
Some were modern day saints. Some were simple folks like you and me. One distinguishing characteristic of
saints is that we can see how they embodied and lived Jesus’ teachings, these very Beatitudes. They generously
gave of their lives so much so that we remember them today. We are confident they were blessed by God for
their faithfulness. May we be thankful for their witness and see in them lives shaped by The Beatitudes and be
willing to do the same.
Canon Mary MacGregor is a member of the board of The Episcopal Network for Stewardship. She has been deeply involved in
congregational development for over 25 years, and served as Canon for Congregational Vitality and Mission Amplification for the
Diocese of Texas.
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