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Welcome to Christ Episcopal Church
We are delighted God has brought you to this special place. Our tradition is to invite
newcomers to introduce themselves during the announcements, if they would like. Following
the service, the ushers have guest cards which we hope you will fill out, so we can personally
welcome you to the church community. Everyone is invited for refreshments and fellowship in
the parish hall afterwards.
What do you need to know about worship? Everything you need for your worship today is in the
booklet you are holding. Our service is based on the Book of Common Prayer, using music from sources
including the Hymnal 1982 and Taizé.
Are you worshiping with us for the first time? We would love to get to know you! Please fill out one of
the pew cards tucked into the pew in front of you. Let us know if we can call you, answer questions, or
pray for you. And know that wherever you are on your journey of faith, there is a place for you at Christ
Church.
Home communion visits: Do you know someone who isn’t able to get to church, but would like a
home communion visit? Please call the church office at 336.372.7983 to arrange a visit.
Please wear a name tag. No permanent one? Please use the temporary adhesive name tags found in the
church entryway. We’re happy to make you a new nametag, a replacement, or simply a spare. For
permanent name tags, sign up on the clipboard in the entryway.
Newsletter: Sign up today to receive our electronic newsletter, the weekly Good News & Notes. Email
the church office at ccepiscopal@skybest.com.
Sermons Available Recent sermons available at www.christchurchalleghany.com.
Adult Formation at Christ Church includes an Adult Forum series Sunday mornings at 9:15 am in the
fellowship hall downstairs.
We extend special thanks today to:
Suzanne Irwin, for serving as musician and for being so generous with her talents.
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The Great Vigil of Easter
When all are assembled, the Presider blesses the fire. All stand.

The New Fire
Presider
People
Presider

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
O God, through your Son you have bestowed upon your faithful people
the brightness of your light: Now sanctify + this new fire, and grant that
we may be so set on fire with heavenly desires by the Paschal journey,
that we may come with pure hearts and minds to the feast
of your eternal brightness; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Christ, be our light (vss. 1, 2, 5)
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Hand candles are lit from the New Fire
Presider

Let us pray.
O Maker and Ruler of Time and Space, Author of every story: you are the Light that
never fails; grant that we may be led by your light and be filled with the fire of your
brightness; as you led Moses and his people out of Egypt, now lead us out of darkness
and bondage, into the place of liberation and wholeness, and enable us to live always
in the light of your glory, through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

The people follow the Paschal Candle into the church. Three times we pause to proclaim:
Presider
People

The light of Christ.
Thanks be to God!

An ancient hymn praising Christ, “the Morning Star who knows no setting,” is sung before the Paschal candle.

The Exultet
Rejoice now, heavenly hosts and choirs of angels, and let your trumpets shout salvation for the victory
of our mighty King.
Rejoice and sing now, all the round earth, bright with a glorious splendor, for darkness has been
vanquished by our eternal King.
Rejoice and be glad now, Mother Church, and let your holy courts in radiant light resound with the
praises of your people.
All you who stand near this marvelous and holy flame, pray with me to God the Almighty for the grace
to sing the worthy praise of this great light; through Jesus Christ his son our Lord who lives and reigns
with him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God...

Cantor

Cantor
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Cantor

It is truly right and good, always and everywhere, with our whole heart and mind and voice, to praise
you, the invisible, almighty, and eternal God, and your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; for
he is the true Paschal Lamb, who at the feast of the Passover paid for us the debt of Adam's sin, and by
his blood delivered your faithful people.
This is the night, when you brought our fathers, the children of Israel, out of bondage in Egypt, and
led them through the Red Sea on dry land.
This is the night, when all who believe in Christ are delivered from the gloom of sin, and are restored
to grace and holiness of life.
This is the night, when Christ broke the bonds of death and hell, and rose victorious from the grave.
How wonderful and beyond our knowing, O God, is your mercy and loving-kindness to us, that to
redeem a slave, you gave a Son.
How holy is this night, when wickedness is put to flight, and sin is washed away. It restores innocence
to the fallen, and joy to those who mourn. It casts out pride and hatred, and brings peace and concord.
How blessed is this night, when earth and heaven are joined and man is reconciled to God.
Holy Father, accept our evening sacrifice, the offering of this candle in your honor. May it shine
continually to drive away all darkness. May Christ, the Morning Star who knows no setting, find it ever
burning--he who gives his light to all creation, and who lives and reigns...
Cantor

Stories from the Hebrew Scriptures
Our sacred stories remind us that God’s renewing love has been as work in the world since the beginning of time.
Please remain seated until instructed to stand.
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The Creation
Genesis 1: 1-2:2
Please remain seated as the stories of salvation are shared and then stand, as able, for hymns and collects.
Hymn #412

Earth and all stars (vss. 1-3, 6)

The Collect
Presider

Let us pray.

Silence
O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of human nature:
Grant that we may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share our humanity, your Son
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Exodus Story
Exodus 14: 10-15:1
God delivers us from slavery to freedom.

The Collect
Presider

Let us pray.

Silence
Almighty God, you have placed in the skies the sign of your covenant with all living things: Grant that
we, who are saved through water and the Spirit, may worthily offer to you our sacrifice of thanksgiving;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Isaiah – “The Message”
God’s salvation available to all: A monologue of faith
Isaiah 55: 1-11
Hymn #679

Surely it is God who saves me

The Collect
Presider

Let us pray.

Silence
O God, you have created all things by the power of your Word, and you renew the earth by your Spirit:
Give now the water of life to those who thirst for you, that they may bring forth abundant fruit in your
glorious kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Ezekiel – “The Valley of the Dry Bones”
God breathes new life into what was once dead: A story of renewal
Psalm 143: 1-11
LORD, hear my prayer, listen to my cry for mercy;*
in your faithfulness and righteousness come to my relief.
Do not bring your servant into judgment,*
for no one living is righteous before you.
The enemy pursues me, he crushes me to the ground;*
he makes me dwell in the darkness like those long dead.
So my spirit grows faint within me;*
my heart within me is dismayed.
I remember the days of long ago;*
I meditate on all your works and consider what your hands have done.
I spread out my hands to you;*
I thirst for you like a parched land.
Answer me quickly, LORD; my spirit fails.*
Do not hide your face from me
or I will be like those who go down to the pit.
Let the morning bring me word of your unfailing love,
for I have put my trust in you.*
Show me the way I should go, for to you I entrust my life.
Rescue me from my enemies,*
LORD, for I hide myself in you.
Teach me to do your will, for you are my God;*
may your good Spirit lead me on level ground.
For your name’s sake, LORD, preserve my life;*
in your righteousness, bring me out of trouble.
The Collect
Presider

Let us pray.

Silence
Almighty God, by the Passover of your Son you have brought us out of sin into righteousness and out
of death into life: Grant to those who are sealed by your Holy Spirit the will and the power to proclaim
you to all the world; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Renewal of Baptismal Vows
Please stand, as able, and follow the procession to the font while singing the following:

Presider
People
Presider
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

The Presider blesses the water.
Presider

Dear People of God, in this most holy night, we have come to the end of our Lenten
fast. We have remembered the stories and promises by which God has pledged love
and faithfulness to us throughout all ages till the end of time, and we come now with
joyful hearts to the saving font of rebirth, recalling our own dying and rising in Christ.
Let us join together in the renewal of the solemn promises made at our baptism.

Presider
People

Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment to Jesus
Christ?
I do.

Presider
People

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Presider
People

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
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Presider
People

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

Presider

Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread,
and in the prayers?
I will, with God's help.

People
Presider
People

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return
to the Lord?
I will, with God's help.

Presider
People

Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?
I will, with God's help.

Presider
People

Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?
I will, with God's help.

Presider

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every
human being?
I will, with God's help.

People
Presider

May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new birth
by water and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in
eternal life by his grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

The People are bathed with water to joyfully recall their own Baptisms.

The First Alleluias of Easter
Presider
People

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia!

After a great and joyous tumult, as we ring our bells and then sing, we move into the pews.
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The First Eucharist of Easter
Standing, as able.

Common Worship (Church of England)

Presider
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Presider

Let us pray.

The Collect
O God, who made this most holy night to shine with the glory of the Lord’s resurrection: Stir up in
your Church that Spirit of adoption which is given to us in Baptism, that we, being renewed both in
body and mind, may worship you in sincerity and truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Reading from the Apostolic Letters

Romans 6:3-11

Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We
were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised
from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. For if we have been united
with him in a death like his, we will certainly also be united with him in a resurrection like his. For we
know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body ruled by sin might be done away with,
that we should no longer be slaves to sin because anyone who has died has been set free from sin. Now
if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. For we know that since Christ was
raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him. The death he died,
he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. In the same way, count yourselves dead
to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.
After the reading, all stand to sing the Easter Troparion.
Wonder Love Praise #817

Christ is risen from the dead
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Presider
All

Let God arise, let the foes of Love be scattered;
let the friends of Justice be joyful.
Christ is risen…

Presider
All

Sing to God a new song; let the earth ring with praises.
Christ is risen…

Presider
All

This is the day on which God has acted. Let us rejoice and be glad in it.
Christ is risen…

Presider
People

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ!

The Proclamation of the Holy Gospel

Matthew 28:1-10

After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to
look at the tomb. There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven
and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his
clothes were white as snow. The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead
men. The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who
was crucified. He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. Then
go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee.
There you will see him.’ Now I have told you.” So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet
filled with joy, and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them. “Greetings,” he said. They came
to him, clasped his feet and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell
my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”
Presider
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ!

The Paschal Homily of St. John Chrysostom

The Rev. Stephanie E. Parker
The Rev. Martha Honaker
(and congregation!)

Also attributed to Hippolytus of Rome, this exuberant homily from the ancient church is still read every Easter in
the Byzantine rite. You are invited to participate!
As the homily concludes, all respond three times with:

He is risen indeed!
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The Peace
Let us all greet one another in joy, saying the Easter Acclamation:

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Offertory

Suzanne Irwin

The Presentation Hymn
Alleluia No 1

Hal Hopson
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The Great Thanksgiving
Stand, as able.

Common Worship (Church of England)

Eucharistic Prayer G
Presider
All

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Blessed are you, holy and loving God, our light and our salvation; to you be glory and praise for ever.
From the beginning you have created all things and all your works echo the silent music of your praise.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. By our sins he was lifted high upon the cross, that he might draw the
whole world to himself; and, by his suffering and death, he became the
source of eternal salvation for all who put their trust in him.
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In the fullness of time you made us in your image, to reflect your love in the world. You gave us breath
and speech, that with angels and archangels and all the powers of heaven we may find a voice to sing
your praise:
Sanctus

S 129

How wonderful the works of your hands, O Lord. As a mother tenderly gathers her children, you
embraced a people as your own. When they turned away and rebelled, your love remained steadfast.
From them you raised up Jesus our Savior, born of Mary, to be the living bread, in whom all our
hungers are satisfied. He offered his life for sinners, and with a love stronger than death, he opened
wide his arms on the cross.
On the night before he died, he gathered at supper with his friends and, taking bread, he gave you
thanks. He broke it and gave it to them, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body, which is given for you.
Whenever you eat this bread, I am with you.
At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine, he gave you thanks, and said:
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink this cup, I am with you.
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Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died,
Christ is risen,
Christ will come again.
Holy God, we plead with confidence Christ’s sacrifice for all upon the cross; we remember his dying
and rising in glory, and we rejoice that he intercedes for us in your presence.
Pour out your Holy Spirit as we bring before you these gifts of your creation; may they be for us the
body and blood of your dear Son. As we eat and drink these holy things in your presence, form us in
the likeness of Christ, and build us into a living temple to your glory. Bring us at the last, with all the
saints, to the vision of that eternal splendor for which you have created us; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, by whom, and with whom, and in whom, with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, we
worship you, Love who loves us, in songs of everlasting praise:
All Blessing and honor and glory and power be yours for ever and ever. Amen.
Presider

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. AMEN.

Presider
All

Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
Therefore let us keep the peace. Alleluia!
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Communion Music (sung by all)

Suzanne Irwin

Taizé 35

Sing, praise and bless the Lord

Sing, praise and bless the Lord.
Sing, praise and bless the Lord,
Peoples! Nations! Alleluia! (Repeat)
Taizé 48

Sing praises, all you peoples

Sing praises, all you peoples,
Sing praises to the Lord.
Sing praises, all you peoples,
Sing praises to the Lord! (Repeat)
Stand or kneel, as able.

Post Communion Prayer
Gracious God of all,
we give you thanks and praise that when we were still far off
you met us in your Son and brought us home.
Dying and rising, he declared your love, gave us grace,
and opened the gate of glory.
May we who share Christ’s body, live his risen life;
we who drink his cup, bring life to others.
we whom the Spirit lights, give light to the world.
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us,
so that we and all your children shall be free,
and the whole world live to praise your name. Amen!
Stand, as able.
Hymn #182

Christ is Alive!

(sung three times as congregation dances in the aisle!)
Christ is alive! Let Christians sing.
His cross stands empty to the sky.
Let streets and homes with praises ring.
His love in death shall never die.

20

The Dismissal
Presider

Let us go forth in the name of the risen Christ!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

People

The Following People are Assisting with the Services
Role

Tonight’s service

Altar Guild

Bruce Smith

Chalicist I

Nancy Wilson

Chalicist II

Sheila Pfaender

Crucifer

Bruce Smith

Genesis Reader

Brenda Weems

Genesis Reader

Cynthia Grant

Genesis Reader

Sheila Pfaender

Genesis Reader

Nancy Wilson

Exodus Reader

Allan Joyce

Exodus Reader

Bruce Smith

Isaiah Reader

Chance Wyatt

Ezekiel Reader

Phil Donaldson

Ezekiel Reader

Allan Joyce

Lector II

Chance Wyatt

Prayers of the People

Phil Donaldson

Oblations Bearers

Phil & Deb Donaldson

Greeters/Ushers

Allan Joyce & Gary Medley

Book Bearer

Sheila Pfaender

Sanctus Bell

Bruce Smith

Banner

Chance Wyatt
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Today’s bulletins are printed in color due to an anonymous donation.
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Christ Episcopal Church
2543 US Highway 21 South
PO Box 1866
Sparta, North Carolina 28675
Office: 336-372-7983
Rector cellphone: 336-363-4141
Email: ccepiscopal@skybest.com
Website: christchurchalleghany.org
Office hours: Monday-Friday, 8:30 am-1:30 pm
Music used by Permission CCLE License #11138616.
Inserted music reprinted by permission from ONE LICENSE #728702-A.
Prayers of the People adapted from Intercession for God’s People. Gail Runshaw
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